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MARTENS COALITION GAINS IN LOWER HOUSE, SENATE 





HK140502 Hong Kong AFP in English 0445 GMT 14 Oct 85 


{Text] Brussels, Oct 14 (AFP) -- The cutgoing centre-right coalition of Belgian 
Prime Minister Wilfried Martens will have increased its majority in the lower 
house of parliament by two seats in yesterday's general elections, the Interior 
Ministry predicted early today. 


Based on results from 3,112 out of 3,666 polling stations, the projection said the 
coalition of social christians and liberals, in power for about four years, would 
win 115 of the chamber of representatives’ 212 seats. The analysis showed that the 
Socialist opposition would turn out to have won six more seats, giving it a total 
of 67, and the Ecologists five, boosting their total to nine. 


Minor groups, notably the Communist, Flemish and Walloon Parties, suffered a crushing 
defeat. For the first time since 1946, the communists had no voice in parliament, 
having lost their two representatives and one senator. In the senate, Mr Martens’ 
coalition increased its majority by four and the Socialists won an additional four 
seats. The overall results were seen as a mandate from voters for stability. 


Mr Martens, who becomes prime minister for the sixth time since 1979, said Sunday 
night that the new government would continue its policy of economic renewal. He 

was to offer the outgoing government's resignation later today to King Baudouin, 

in keeping with Belgium's constitutional tradition. 


LAWYERS OFFICE BOMBED IN UNCLAIMED ATTACK 





AU150931 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 0919 GMT 15 Oct 85 


{Text} Brussels -- In the south Belgian city of Dour a bomb exploded in front of 
a lawyer's office this morning. According to police, no one was injured. To date 
no one has claimed credit for the attack. 


This is the fourth bomb explosion in Beglium in a week. The three earlier bomb 
attacks were committed by the terrorist group Fighting Communist Cells (CCC). 


l 
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CHANCELLOR KOHL VIEWS U.S. SDI PLANS 





LD121834 Hamburg DPA in German 1651 GMT 12 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 12 Oct (DPA) -- The U.S. Government is prepared to bandon the deploy- 
ment of a space-based missile defense system (SDI) if this were to lead to a drastic 
arms build-up by the Soviet Union. In an interview for WELT AM SONNTAG, Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl announced that this plan was among “the most important American 
assurances” given to the Federal Government in reply to its questions concerning SDI. 
So far this U.S. possition has not been made known. Kohl said that among the U.S. 
assurances was “above all, renunciation of the deployment of such systems (SDI) if this 
were to become an obvious encouragement for the other said to drastically increase its 


offensive weapons." 


These assurances were brought back to Bonn by the so-called Teltschik commission which, 
during a 10-day fact-finding tour of the United States in early September, examined the 
preconditions for the participation of FRG firms in and for a government framework 
agreement on SDI research. 


Kohl emphasized in the WELT AM SONNTAG interview that among the assurances was adherence 
to the 1972 ABM treaty during the SDI research phase as well as the start of consulta- 
tions with the allies, but also with Moscow, prior to the possible decision on develop- 
ment and deployment of SDI systems. The federal chancellor underlined that the assur- 
ances have “the greatest importance for the fundamental assessment” of SDI. Even so, a 
final assessment is “not yet possible today,” Kohl said. 


SDI will be playing “an essential role” at the Soviet-American summit in Geneva and at 
the current disarmament negotiations, Kohl said. He emphasized his hope that U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev will move closer together 
"in this area as vell." 


CSU Chairman Franz Jozef Strauss has called for an early, clear, and unambiguous decision 
in favor of the SDI program. In a greetings address to the congress of his party's de- 
fense group, Strauss said in Munich today that each day the Federal Republic wastes with 
renewed ifs and buts “lessens our changes of participating in SDI". However, he consi- 
ders the addition of a “European defense initiative necessary". His proposal for such 
an addition was met in Washington not only with great interest but alsc broad approval. 


Waigel, chairman of the CSU group in the Bundestag, has told BILD AM SONNTAG: “German 
interests cemand a clear political endorsement of SDI." The mere existence of this 
research program has returned the Soviets to the Geneva disarmament negotiations. “Now 
is the time for us to seek the best possible chance for organized participation where, 
above all, allocation of orders, prices, ownership, and secrecy are sorted out fairly 
for all parties concerned,” Waigel said. 


SPD federal business manager Peter Glotz again affirmed this weekend the SPD'S opposi- 
tion to the American SDI program. Before the delegate conference of the Brunswick SPD 
region, Glotz said today that the development of defensive weapons in space, irrespec- 
tive by which side, would lead to further jeopardizing the peoples on the border between 
East and West. Referring to the disarmament proposals by Soviet party leader Gorbachev, 
Glotz said no progress can be expected at the Geneva disarmament negotiations in the 
next 4-5 years as long as the United States is not prepared to negotiate on space weapons 
as well. 
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Spokesman Comments 
LD142232 Hamburg DPA in German 1633 GMT 14 Oct 85 


{Excerpts} Bonn, 14 Oct (DPA) -- Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who for the first 
time mentioned American undertakings and assurances about SDI and disarmament negoti- 
ations in a sensational interview over the weekend, appears to have based his 

remarks on numerous American statements, some of them public. Government spokesman 
Friedhelm Ost referred above al! to the 12 July U.S. State Department documentation 
[dokumentation] which was passed on by President Ronald Reagan as well as several 
talks with American diplomats Paul Nitze and Fred Ikle. 


The chancellor's remarks caused a stir because for the first time he mentioned American 
assurances to stop stationing space-based missile defense systems if it seemed likely 
that the Soviets would undertake drastic rearming as a result. Ost denied that this 
position was the equivalent to giving Moscow a veto over SDI. In any case, the earliest 
a decision about SD! would have to be made is the early nineties. The government 
spokesman referred to the 12 July documentation, but an abandonment of SDI as described 
by Kohl is not contained in it. 


In a later press statement, the governmer: spokesman attempted to clarify Kohl's remarks 
and the position of the government. According to this, the fou? most important state- 
ments by the Reagan administration in the past months are: 


1. SDI research is taking place exlcusively within the framework of the ABM treaty; 


2. Every decision about development and stationing of SDI systems assumes previous 
consultations with the alliance partners. 


3. Before possible development and stationing negotiations with the Soviet Union will 
take place. Research by both sides in the field of new missiles defense systems has to 
lead to a cooperative solution. 


4. An SDI system will not te stationed if the Soviet Union can take it out of action 
more cheaply by developing its own offensive nuclear potential. 


The federal chancellor simplified the last point, saying that Washington gave assurances 
not to station any SDI system if this triggered a still greater arms drive in the 

Soviet Union. This explanation by the government spokesman appears to water down the 
view of the federal chancellor, according to observers in Bonn. The emphasis is no 
longer on negotiability but on the construction of systems which cannot be penetrated 

by even the greatest arms efforts of the Soviet Union, and by this means alone deter 
Moscow from further missile stockpiling. 


PLO SPOKESMAN FORECASTS MORE VIOLENCE 


LD121447 Hamburg DPA in German 1353 GMT 12 Oct 85 








[Text] Bonn, 12 Oct (DPA) -- The PLO spokesman in Bonn, Abdullah al-Franji, believes 
there may be further acts of violence “by radical and irresponsible Palestinian 
elements” following the hijacking of the Egyptian airliner with the four ship 
hijackers on board. Al-Franji, in a DPA interview, said today that by intercepting the 
aircraft the United States itself has committed an act cf terroriam, thus aggravating 
the situation. "Those who want to combat terrorism internationally should not then- 


selves undertake terrorist actions,” he said. 
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Al-Franji added that this action by the Americans and the Israeli air attack on the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis had strengthenea the position of radical Palestinian forces. 
They could now continue to torpedo the reconciliation policy of PLO chief Yasir 
‘Arafat. Al-Franji described fears that the PLO leadershis would again seek con- 
frontation through terrorist measures as unjustified. “If we are forced to revert 

to such a policy then it will not take place in Europe, and it is certain that no 
aircraft will be hijacked,” he said. "The PLO still has 20,000 well-trained fighters 
and it is in a position to react in a different manner". The PLO spokesman also 
strongly condemned the gurder of a U.S. citizen on board the ship -- in so far as 

the reports of his killing prove correct. He stressed that the United States should 
have insisted that the four ship hijackers be put on trial in Egypt. The PLO 
leadership would have agreed to this if there had been no other possibility of 
allowing the PLO itself to punish the culprits. 
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MITTERRAND LEAVES ON 4-DAY VISIT TO BRAZIL 





LD140936 Paris Domestic Service in French 0900 GMT 14 Oct 85 





[Text] The president of the Republic left Paris a little after 0800 aboard a special 
Air France Concorde which is taking him to Rio de Janeiro. The head of state, who is 
accompanied by Madame Mitterrand and Messrs Roland Dumas and Jack Lang, is expected 
in Brazil for a 4-day official visit. On his arrival he will meet with President 
Jose Sarney. The two heads of state will talk about Brazil's foreign debt, which at 
$104 billion is the biggest in the world. On the eve of Francois Mitterrand's arrival 
the Brazilian press has been expressing hope for Paris’ Support for Brazil's position, 
since it has undertaken difficult bargaining with the International Monetary Fund on 
rescheduling part of this debt. The president of the Republic is the first foreign 
head of state to pay an official visit to Brazil since that country's return to 
democracy. 


NAVY EXTENDS BAN ON GREENPEACE FLOTILLA 





HK150413 Hong Kong AFP in English 0343 GMT 15 Oct 85 


[Text] Aboard Greenpeace, Oct 15 (AFP) -- A French naval officer boarded this vessel 
Monday to deliver a formal warning forbidding the anti-nuclear ecology movement's 
flagship and “all its accompanying flotilla” to enter French territorial waters in the 
South Pacific. The ban on Greenpeace was already known, but extension of the pro- 
hibition to the movement's Vega and independent yachts such as Alliance and Breeze 
was nev. 


With the writ, the naval officer also presented a silver ashtray stamped with the 
insignia of his escort vessel -- an answer to a Greenpeace syshsl given to hia by 
Captain Jonathan Castle during an earlier visit to voice Frerzch opposition to Greenpeac* 
plans to monitor upcoming nuclear tests at Mururoa. 


Meanwhile, Greenpeace's mechanics and electrician were trying to repair the voltage 
regulator on a generator which broke down last Thursday. Despite precise telexed 
instructions from the manufacturer, they would at best be able to manage a jury rig 
needing constant manual control. The crew hopes a technician will be able to come 
aboard to install a new voltage regulator and diagnose the cause of the generator 
breakdown. The work will have to be done at sea, with the expert shuttling betveen 
Papeete, the Tahitian capital, and Greenpeace's station in international waters more 
than 12 miles from shore. 





Polynesia Refuses Repairs 
AU151018 Paris AFP in English 0021 GMT 15 Oct 85 


{Excerpt} Paris, Oct 15 (AFP) -- The Greenpeace ecology movement Monday urged French 
Polynesia's high commissioner to reconsider his decision Sunday to ban an anti- 
nuclear flotilla led by a ship needing urgent repairs from entering French territorial 
waters. In a telegram, the ecologists said of the vessel Greenpeace, which is 
leuding a protest against French nuclear testing on Mururoa atoll: “Our ship is not 
in safely navigabic condition and needs repairs urgently. 


"We now have only one electric genvrator (working), whose failure would leave the 

ship helpless," said the telegram to Bernard Gerard, who as high commissioner 
administers the French Overseas territory. "We need spare parts and help from experts 
to repair the defective generator.” 


Greenpeace said it was prepared to let experts check the ship and confirm the problem 
if that was a requirement for continuing on the Papeete. 
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DIRECT ACTION CLAIMS BOMBINGS AT RADIO, TV OFFICES 





HK140556 Hong Fong AFP in English 0553 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Text] Paris, Oct 14 (AFP) — Boubhs damaged cars and shattered windows carly today 
at the offices of French Radio and one of the three national television networks, 
but caused no casualties. 


Direct Action, a far-left extremist group, claimed that it carried out the bombings 
as a protest against scheduled radio and TV appearances by Jean-Marie Le Pen, head 
of the far-right National Front Party which has been accused of taking racist stands. 
Direct Action, saying it was “against all racist propaganda in the media," said it 
had planted other bombs last April “to demand the dissolution of the National Front.” 


A telephone caller phoned a warning to French Radio headquarters shortly before the 
blast, saying that the building should be evacuated. 


Among the damaged vehicles vere radio sound trucks and news cars. 
Management Denounces ‘Cowardice’ 
LD141458 Paris Domestic Service in French 1200 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Two bomb attacks were carried out early this morning in a Radio France 
broadcasting house parking lot and outside the Antenne-2 offices. 


In a commuaique the presidency of Radio France and Radio France International 
denounces, I quote, the cowardice of the perpetrators of the attack which this 
morning seriously damaged Radio France broadcasting house and caused damage in 

the neighborhood. This crime, the communique continues, could have caused loss of 
human life. Radio France broadcasting house is most certainly the symbol of freedom 
of expression and pluralism, of which public service is and will remain the guarantor 
on all its stations. 


There is also a condemnation from the National Union of Radio France journalists. 
It declares itself indignant at such a hateful act, which could have resulted 

in casualties among people working in public radio and tv services. for its part 
the trade union Force Ouvriere renews its appeal to the authorities to ensure the 
neccssary and timely protection of the staff and equipment of radio and television. 
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON ACHILLE LAURO AFFAIR 





Italy To Try Hijackers 
LD111548 Rome ANSA in English 1518 GMT 11 Oct 85 


[Excerpt] (ANSA) -- Genoa, October 11 -- The four Palestinian hijackers of the 
Italian cruise liner Achille Lauro will stand trial in Cenoa on charges of homocide, 
hijacking, multiple kidnapping and illegal possession of arms and explosives, the State 
Attorney's Office said today. 


The arrest warrants for the hijackers who gave themselves up to Egyptian authorities at 
Port Said Wednesday were prepared after the four arrived at the U.S. naval airbase at 
Signonella, Sicily aboard an Egyptian airliner ordered down by American F-14 fighter 
planes. Following the arrival of the four Palestinians just after midnight, Genoa 
magistrates began consultations on whether Assistant State Prosecutor Luigi Carli should 
travel to the safe location they have been transferred to or the four should be brought 
to a maximum security prison near Genoa for interrogation. Genoa magistrates are clain- 
ing jurisdiction for trying the hijackers, on the principal charge of killing an American 
passenger, 69-year-old Leon Klinghoffer, who was confined to a wheelchair, on the convic- 
tion that they boarded the luxury liner at the northern port city where the cruise 
orginated. They also note that as the murder occurred on the high seas, the country of 
registry of the ship on which it was committed has jurisdiction according to internation- 
al lav. 


Craxi Press Conference 
LD111905 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1800 GMT 11 Oct 85 


[Text] After receiving U.S. Ambassador Rabb in the Chigi Palace, Prime Minister Craxi 
told journalists about the meeting. Later, at 1730, Craxi held a press conference. 
Over now to Roberto Biraino who is in Chigi Palace for Rome Radio: 


Craxi reconstructed the sequence of events last night. The prime minister confirmed 
what he had already said and also provided the information that the request to bring the 
terrorists to Sigonella was made to him by the U.S. President during the night by tele- 
phone, The aircraft appeared in Tunisian air space already intercepted and escorted and 
therefore the Tunisians denied it permission to land. 


However, there is another version to this. it was given by Foreign Minister Andreotti in 
an interview to a weekly. The Tunisians are said to have denied permission to land 
before the interception by U.S. jets from the Saratoga. Craxi refused to comment on 
this second version. 


At this moment, the aircraft is et the disposal of the judiciary. An attempt is being 
made to identity the four terrorists with some degree of certainty. The magistrate is 
said to have rejected as untrue the statements by four people aboard the aircraft who 
were said to have been members of the commando squad. Until this problem has been 
resolved the aircraft will remain at Sigonella although the government is anxious that 
it should leave as soon as possible, Craxi saic. 


The four will be tried in Italy. Extradition to the United States is not being mention- 
ed at all and if the request — which has been intimated — is made, Craxi said, the 
request will follow its normal course. However, the United States has aiready made it 
understood that the request will be a formal act which has to be made. 
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There is the problem of two other people on board the Egyptian airliner the two PLO 
leaders. One is certainly Abu al-"Abbas, ‘Arafat's political adviser -- at least, this 
is how Craxi described him. That name that already appeared at the beginning of the 
incident. Subsequently, this Al-"Abbas was one of the mediators working on ‘Arafat's 
behalf. Craxi said he will be asked to ive an account on how the events on Achille 
Lauro really happened. (passage indistinct] 


Then there is the political line; Craxi reiterated his conviction that he had followed 
a balanced line. ‘Arafat made a contribution to the solution of the incident. 

[passage indistinct] The prime sinister rejected as [words indistinct] the idea that 
the military action last night was an act of piracy. Craxi also made it understood 
that in a few hours time there msy well be a dowble solution: that of the return of 
the aircraft -- which is what the government hopes for — and the departure of the sip. 


Magistrates Interrogate Hijackers 





LD112059 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2000 CMT 11 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] The press conference given by the president of the Council of Ministers ended 
a short time ago: The hijackers will be tried in Italy and our magistrates are already 
interrogating them. The PLF [Palestine Liberation Front] leader al-Abbrs is, however, 
deemed to be only a witness. The Achille Lauro is stili at anchor in Port Said while 
the Egyptian airliner intercepted last night by U.S. fighters is still blocked at 
Sigonella. The Egyptians and the PLO are disputing with the United States over what 
they call an act of piracy, but there is jubilation in the United States at the outcome 
of the operation. 


In his interview in our 1900 bulletin [1800 GT] the captain of the Achille Lauro said 
that the report on the death of the passenger Klinghoffer was passed on a6 soon as 
possible, a fact destined to shed fresh light on the background of this internat ional 
drama which perhaps had an impact on the U.S. attitude toward the incident. 


As far as the Achille Lauro is concerned, all the ship's passengers have received the 
permission of the Egyptian authorities to disembark. This was confirmed tonight by 
Giovanni Migliuolo, the Italian ambassador in Cairo. While waiting for the question 

of the ship to be resolved, whose departure from Port Said .eems to be linked with the 
return to Egypt of the Boeing intercepted by U.S. aircraft, the permission granted to 
the passengers takes the drama out of the situation that was becoming more delicate with 
every hour. 


Arrest Warrants lseswed 
AU112146 Paris AFP in English 2130 GIT 11 Oct 85 


[Text] Catania, Italy, Oct 11 (AFP) — Italian judicial authorities today isswed four 
warrants for the arrest of the presumed hijackers of the liner Achille Lauro liner who 
were being questioned at an army barracks in Sicily. Judicial sources said the warrants 
were issued by the Prosecutor's Office in Genoa, where the four Pulestinians are believed 
to have boarded the Achille Lauro. 





The four, who allegedly held some 450 people hostage for % hours on the Italian 

liner and killed a Jewish American passenger, were identified as ‘Ala ‘Abdallah al-Hasan, 
19, Majid Yusuf al-Mukly, 23, ‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim, 20, and Ahmad ‘Ali ‘Abdallah, 23, 
sources close to the investigators said here. 
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Two Genoa magistrates left tonight for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
base at Sigonella, where the Egyptian plane carrying the four Palestinians was forced 
last night after being intercepted by U.S. jet fighters on a flight from Cairo 
» the sources said. They wire to hand over the arrest warrants to the pre- 
ing iv «<«crogated in a Carabinieri barracks inside the NATO 


| 
: 
— 


le judicial sources here said photographs of the four presumed pirates had been 
sent to Interpol which was to show them to the passengers and crew of the Achille Lauro. 


In Washington, U.S. President Ronald Reagan confirmed that he was seeking the hijackers’ 
extradition. ut Italian lew forbids extradition to countries that apply the death 
penalty, such as the United States. 


The Egyptian plane tock off from the Sigonella Base without the four prisuned pirates 
at 2101 GMT, apparently bound for Rome, informed sources said. 


Earlier Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti had said two other Palestinians who vere 
aboard the Egyptian Boeing would probably be released. One of them was identified as 
Abu ‘Abbas, leader of the pro-‘Arafat faction of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
Front splinter group — to which the hijackers claimed to belong, and a PIO official. 


The PLO meamvhile called fo the “immediate release of the (Soczing) and its passengers”, 
in a Statement from Dakst, where PLO chairman Yasir ‘Arafat is on a working visit. The 
PLO called the U.S. interception “an act of piracy against a private Egyptian plane” in 

a4 Statement from its headquarters in Tunis. President Reagan is “totally implicated in 
this terrorist action,” the statement said, adding that the U.S. President was “responsi- 
ble for the lives of the plane passengers.” PLO Executive Committee member nchammad 
‘Abbas was on the plane, the PLO said. 


President Reagan described the U.S. interception of the Egyptian plane as a message to 
“terrorists everywhere - you can run but you can't hide.” He expressed gratitude to 
Egypt for ending the hijacking but said he “disagreed with their disposition of the 
terrorists.” 


The Egyptian Government, which wanted to turn the suspects over the PLO after the 
PLO had helped negotiate the surrender of the hijackers, expressed “regrets” at the 
U.S. intervention. In Port Said, Egyptian officials were holding the Achille Lauro 
and said ite crew would be questioned. Some of the 100 passengers held hostage for 
three days as it was commandeered after leaving the Egyptian port of Alexandria 
meanwhile began disembarking at Port Said. There was no indication when the Italian 
liner would be allowed to leave the northeastern "Egyptian port. 


In Rome, Italian Premier Bettino Craxi denied any blackmail by Egypt whereby the latter 
would not allow the Italian cruise liner to leave as long as the diverted Boeing air- 
craft was not returned to Cairo. 


Egyptian Plane Moved to Rone 


WK120036 Hong Kong AFP in English 0020 GHT 12 Oct 85 


[Text] Rome, Oct 12 (AFP) — Crew and passengers on board an Egyptian plane flown 
here after having carried the alleged hijackers of the Achille Lauro liner to Sicily 
yesterday, wil; probably be takento the Egyptian Eebassy within a few hours, informed 
sources said hure Friday night. The aircraft was intercepted yesterday by U.S. 
fighters over the Mediterranean and made a 22-hour forced stopover at « military base 
in Sicily. 
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During its flight here late Friday from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
base at Sigonella, the plane was escorted Sy two or three Italian or U.S. fighters, 
sources said. The four alieged hijackers were not on board, having been turned 
to authorities in the Sicilian city of Siracusa. The plane was carrying two 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) officials, including Abu al-‘abbas, a close 
associate of PLO chief Yasir ‘Arafat, five Egyptian diplomats, six Egyptian security 
agents and six crew. It was not announced why the plane had been mowed from Sicily. 
Sources close to the Italian cabinet said only that now that the four alleged 
hijackers had been identified, there was no pressing reason *o keep the plane at 


Sigonella. 
Egypt To Seek Extradition 
LD120425 Rome International Service in English 0403 GMT 12 Oct 85 


[Text] The group of men who arrived aboard the Egyptian Boeing 737 yesterday evening 
from Sicily are said to be spending the night in the Egyptian Fine Arts Academy 
in central Rom. 


On the other hand, the four Palestinian hijackers are still said to be at Sigonella 
NATO airbase, Sicily. They are under arrest. Egypt, it has been announced, is to 
ask for the extradition of the four Palestinian hijackers of the Italian luxury liner, 
the Achille Lauro. 


Among those who are said to have left the plane in Rome, after having had a talk with 
the Egyptian ambassador in Rome, is the head of the Palestine Liberation Front, 

Abu al-‘Abbas, who the PLO Executive Committee has said would hold United States 
President Ronald Reagan responsible for his safety. The committee also condemned 
the American operation, calling it a serious Llow to Egypt and all Arab states. 


Ship Passengers identify Hijackers 
AU121533 Paris AFP in English 1201 GMT 12 Oct 85 


{Excerpts} Siracusa, Sicily, Oct 12 (AFP) -- Thirteen passengers from the italian 
cruise liner Achille Lauro today identified the four Arabs held in Sicily as the 
hijacexers of the ship, court officials said. The passengers were shown the accused 
hijackers at a meeting orcenized by Interpe], the international police organization. 
No other information on the passengers involved was available. 


The four men, aged 19 to 23, had been held at a police barracks at the NATO base 
at Sigonella, near Catania, since the Egyptian Boeing 737 carrying them from Egypt 
vo Tunisia was diverted by U.S. warplanes Thursday night. 


Today, the prisoners were transferred to 4 maximum-security prison at Siracusa where 
they were to be questioned by the Genoa presecutor, Luigi Carli, who arrived “a 
Sicily last night. 


The 737 was flown to Rowe last night with the 17 Egyptians, including crew, diplomats 
and sccurity cen, and two Palestinian officials who had accvapanied the accused 


hijackers. 


A court in Genoa, northwestern Italy, where the hijackers are thought to have boarded 
the liner last week, charged the four last night with ship hijacking, seizure of 
hostages, possession of explesives, abusive use of weapons and premeditated homoc ide 
in the reported killing of American passenger Leon Klinghoffer. 


The four were identified as ‘Ala’ ‘Abdallah al-Hasan, Majid Yusuf al-Mukly, ‘Abo 
al-Letif Ttbrahin and Ahmad’ Ali ‘Abdallah. 
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Italian state radio reported that they comprised one Palestinian, one Libyan, one 
Syrian and one Jordanian. During the hijack odyssey ti.at began Monday and ended 
Wednesday with their surrender at Port Said, the hijackers said they were members 
of the Palestine Liberation Front. 


The ?LF, in a telephone call today to the Beirut bur«au of AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, made 
a fresh demand for the release of the four men. An anonymous caller claiming to 
speak for the PLF, whose leader Muhammad al-‘Abbas is one of the two Palestinian 
officials who were with the hijackers, claimed that U.S. intelligence agents had 
hidden Mr Klinghoffer to give a pretext for the interception of the Egyptian plane. 
The PLF repeated that the four had not at first intended to seize the liner, but to 
debark from it at Ashdod, Israel, to undertake an anti-Israeli attack. 


Four hours after its [Egyptian Boeing 737] arrival [in Rome] some or all of the 19 
passengers -- six crew members, five Egyptian diplomats, five security men and the 
two Palestinian officials -- were taken by heavily guarded minibus, accompanied by 
the Egyptian ambassador, to the Egyptian Academy of Fine Arts in northern Rome. 

They were still there just before noon today. The Academy was surrounded by police. 
It was not clear whether some of the 19 had remained on the plane. One theory was 
that the group was being kept in Rome while the Italians tried to find out what the 
Egyptian authorities planned to do about the Achille Lauro, which was still not been 
allowed to leave Port Said. 


Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti has said Mr Al-‘Abbas and the other Palestinian 
official would probably be released. 


In Port Said, Egyptian officials today removed from the liner the weapons saia to 
have been used by the hijackers. Reliable sources said these included six light 
rifles, ammun‘’tion and several hand grenades. 


Al-‘Abbas Leaves for Yugoslavia 
AU121930 Paris AFP in English 1924 GMT 12 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Rome, Oct 12 (AFP) -- As police continued interrogating the accused 
hijackers of the liner Achille Lauro, a Palestinian official who accompanied the 
pirates aboard a diverted Egyptian Boeing left here today for Belgrade just as 
Washington issued a warrant for his arrest. 


Muhammad Abu al-‘Abbas, head of a Palestine Liberation Front (PLF) faction backing 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) chairman Yasir ‘Arafat, left with an 
unidentified person aboard a Yugoslav jetliner bound for Belgrade via Dubrovnik, 
Yugoslavia, airport sources here said. 


Mr Abu al-'Abbas' departure capped hours of intense diplomatic negotiations here 
today to decide his fate and that of another Palestinian official and 17 Egyptians 
who were aboard the Egyptian Boeing-737 forced to land by U.S. Air Force fighters 


Thursday night in Sicily. 


Earlier in Washington, U.S. Justice Department spokesman Patrick Korten said his 
department had issued a warrant for the arrest of Mr Al-‘Abbas, charging himwith piracy 
and hostage-taking in connection with the Achille Lauro affair. Mr Korten added that 
Washington had asked Italy to put Mr Al-'Abbas in preventive detention, pending a 
formal request for his extradition. 

In Rome, Egyptian Ambassador Yahya Rif'at -- who reportedly saw Mr Al-‘Abbas off at 

the Rome airport -- held two rounds of talks with Italian Government and police 
officials, including Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti. 
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In addition to the four hijackers, Mr Al-‘Abbas and another Palestinian official who 
left with him, there were 17 Egyptians -- crew, diplomats and security men -- 
aboard the plane. 


In Tunis, Arab diplomatic sources said Mr ‘Arafat and the Tunis-based Arab League had 
now lost any illusion about changes in Washington's Mideast policy in the wake of 

U.S. support for the recent Israeli air raid on PLO headquarters in Tunis and the 

U.S. interception of the Egyptian plane. 


Judicial sources here quoted the four alleged pirates as saying today that they were 
members of a “suicide commando", which investigators saw as further confirmation that 
the team's initial plan was to launch a terrorist attack during a port call by the 
Achille Lauro at Ashdod, Israel. 


The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) office in Rome confirmed Abu al-'‘Abbas de- 
parture, as did, implicitly, U.S. Ambassador Maxwell Rabb. 





Airport sources said the Egyptian plane had been flown this afternoon to civilian Rome- 
Fiumicino Airport from military Rome-Ciampino, where it arrived last night from Sicily, 
and was parked next to the JAT plane originally scheduled to take off at 1620 GMT. 


Mr Al-‘Abbas and the other Palestinians were transferred from the Egyptian Boeing to 
the JAT plane at 1755 GT on an Egyptian Airlines car, the sources said. The Yugoslav 
plane took off one hour after the United States launched a temporary international 
arrest warrant against Mr Al-‘Abbas, who is also a member of the PLO executive 
committee. Mr Al-‘Abbas had spent the night at the Egyptian Fine Arts Academy in 
northern Rome, along with most of the 19 passengers and crew of the Boeing 737. 
Judiciary sources said Mr Al-‘Abbas refused to meet with an Italian examining magis- 
trate investigating the Achille Lauro hijacking, claiming that the Academy building was 
Egyptian territory. The Italian magistrate wanted to question him on a request from 
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 





Al-‘Abbas Release Exp] ained 
LD122222 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2130 GMT 12 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] The brief talk at the Chigi palace between U.S. Ambassador Rabb and the 
prime minister's diplomatic adviser, Antonio Badini, seems to have been limited, or 
almost limited, to the ambassador's submission of a protest note by the United States 
in connection with the departure from Italian territory of chief of the Palestine 
Liberation Front Al-'Abbas. As is known, the Palestinian and his collaborator vere 
able to leave our country tonight from Fiumicino Airport aboard a Yugoslav airline for 
Belgrade where they have already arrived. 


According to Chigi Palace sources, adviser Badini listened to Rabb's reasons and 
reiterated the Italian Government's reasons. According to ANSA, “both took note that 
there was no room left for further clarification." But let us look at the Italian 
Government's reasons as reported by ANSA from the Chigi Palace. According to this, 
the Italian Government noted that the U.S. request for extradition was not formulated 
consistently with the treaty existing between the two countries. The decision to free 
the two Palestinians was apparently taken late in the morning in close agreement between 
the Presidency of the Council of Ministers and the Foreign Ministry, respecting the 
competences of the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Defense." Mohammad al-'‘Abdas 
and his collaborator have been only heard as witnesses in the hijacking of the Achille 
Lauro amd therefore without any possibility of evaluating the facts preceding this 
affair. It is stressed in conclusion that the two Palestinians have been detained 
without motive and longer than necessary. 

















VII. 15 Oct 85 L? ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


Effects of Al-"Abbas Departure 
AU131450 Paris AFP in English 1441 CMT 13 Oct 85 
[By Richard Heuze} 


[Text] Rome, Oct 13 (AFP) -- Italy put the Palestinian leader wanted by the United 
States, Muhammad al-‘Abbas, on a plane to Yugoslavia under a false name to protect its 
interests in the Middle East and its pro-Arab policy, it was widely believed here 
today. Mr Al-Abbas, also known as Abu al-'Abbas, is leader of the pro-Yasir ‘Arafat 
faction of the Palestine Liberation Front, and was allowed to leave Italy for Belgrade 
yesterday despite a U.S. demand for his extradition. 


Italy, forced to take a prominent line by accepting to arrest the hijackers of the liner 
Achille Lauro after the plane in which they were travelling was intercepted by U.S. 
jets, regarded Mr Al-‘Abbas as a mediator in securing the surrender of the hijackers. 
Rome recognises the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and regarded Mr Al-'‘Abbas 
as a negotiator backed by the PLO. Twice in two days Italian official argued that 

Mr Al-‘Abbas was the victim of the interception of the Egypt Air Boeing 737, in con- 
trast to the U.S. view that he should be arrested as “one of the most notorious 
Palestinian terrorists”. 


Italy also successfully argued that the four suspected hijackers should not be 
extradited to the United States but should be tried by Italian justice as their alleged 
offence was carried out against an Italian vessel in international waters. 


Italian policy is being interpreted here as recognising that terrorism must not be 
allowed to go unpunished, as demonstrated by support for the U.S. interception. But 
this policy also holds it would be dangerous to ignore warnings by Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak and threats by the PLO. 


Italy appears to have been impressed by a statement by PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat yester- 
day fearing that what he termed the U.S. act of piracy might cause uncontrollable and 
dangerous reactions. 


But the departure of Mr Al-‘Abbas could cause a government crisis as it was organised 

by the foreign minister, Giulio Andreotti, a Christian Democrat who was masterminded the 
pro-Arab and pro-Palestinian policy against the advice of the Republican defence minister, 
Giovanni Spadolini. Mr Spadolini, who has taken a line firmly in support of Israel, 
argued unsuccessfully yesterday in favour of a cabinet meeting before any decision was 
taken. 


Egyptian Plane Departs From Rome 
NC131058 Paris AFP in English 1054 GMT 13 Oct 85 
[Excerpts] Rome, Oct 13 (AFP) -- The Egyptian plane that was intercepted by U.S. jets 
while carrying the four Palestinians who allegedly hijacked the Italian liner Achille 


Lauro left Rome's Fiumicino Airport today. The Boeing 737 left with only its six crew- 
members aboard at 1030 GMT, an authoritative source said. 


Apart from the four accused hijackers -- who face charges related to the hijacking 
and the gurder of an American passenger -- five diplomats, two leaders of the 
Palestine Liberation Front and six Egyptian security agents were on the plane when it 
was intercepted. The leaders of the PLF, Mohammed [Abu al-'Abbas] and an associate. 
left earlier for Belgrade. But the whereabouts of the plane's other occupants was not 
known. 
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Achille Lauro Leaves Port Said 
NC131147 Paris AFP in English 1144 GMT 13 Oct 85 


[Text] Port Said, Oct 13 (AFP) -- The Italian cruise liner Achille Lauro left this 
Egyptian port tovay at 1110 GMT with the ship's remaining passengers waving to a crowd 
that had gathered to see it off. An Italian Consulate official had said the boat was 
heading for Italy. 


Ship Captain Discusses Murder 
LD132248 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2206 GMT 13 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Abu Al-‘Abbas, whose hiding place is not known, gave an interview to the 
official Egyptian press agency MENA in which he repeated that the American passenger, 
Klinghoffer, was not killed by the Palestinian commandos. According to him, he died of 
natural causes. He then gave his version of the events which is already known. 


A different version vas given tonight by the captain of Achille Lauro to TG-1 [Television 
News One]. The captain said that he learned about the murder of Klinghoffer from one of 
the terrorists who showed him the passport of the victim. The Palestinian then showed 
him the passport of a second intended victim, a woman. However, something happened and 
the woman was not killed. Captain De Rosa then denied that the hijack of Achille Lauro 
happened because the terrorists were surprised by a steward while checking arms in their 
cabin. 


In view of this interview, Al-'Abbas' attitude and the attitude of other Palestinian 
sources, which insist on their version, is incomprehensible. Captain De Rosa will be 
more precise on his return to Italy when he will hold a press conference together with 
some crew members and passengers who were victims of the dramatic hijack. The ship is 
now sailing through the Mediterranean on the way to Genoa, where it is expected to arrive 
on Wednesday evening, 16 October. 


Warrants Refer to Five Hijackers 
LD131326 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1230 GMT 13 Oct 85 


[Excerpt] The arrest warrants notified separately to the terrorists and issued by the 
Attorney's Offices of Genoa and Siracusa which are carrying out parallel investigations, 
have aroused some perplexity and immaginative interpretations. The documenis speak of at 
least five people who jointly carried out the hijacking of the Achille Lauro. They also 
speak of unknown persons who apparently helped the Palestinian terrorists. 


Craxi Calls Cabinet Meeting 
LD131753 Rome International Service in Italian 1735 GMT 13 Oct 85 


{Excerpts} At the request of the Liberals, the Republicans, and the Social Democrats, 
Prime Minister Craxi has called a meeting of the Cabinet Council -- the inner Council 
of Ministers -- for tommorrow afteznoon to examine the whole affair of the hijacking of 
the Italian ship, particularly the release of Abu al-'Abbas, the head of the PLF, whose 
extradition the United States has requested. 
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Today U.S. Ambassador Maxwell Rabb had a further conversation with Foreign Minister 
Andreotti, and after reiterating views expressed yesterday, he let it be known that the 
tension between the two countries is now abating. The Italian Government (?has been 
anxious) to explain that Abu al-‘Abbas was allowed to leave because the magistrate who 
questioned him in Rome (?had a deadline to meet) for bringing charges relating to the 
Achille Lauro affair. 


According to observers, it is improbable that the events connected with the kidnapping 
of the ship will lead to a government crisis. De Mita, leader of the Christian 
Democrats, declared today that he did not believe that this would happen, and he said 
the actions of Foreign Minister Andreotti did not conflict with the line of the 
Christian Democrats. 


Craxi Defends Decisions 
AU132016 Paris AFP in English 2001 GMT 13 Occ 85 


[Excerpt] Rome, Oct 13 (AFP) -- Prime Minister Bettino Craxi today fended off U.S. 
criticism saying that Italy had taken "just and wise" decision in the wake of hijacking 
of the Italian liner Achille Lauro. 


“When all the facts are known and examined objectively with the necessary serenity, it 
will be seen how just and wise were the decisions of the Italian Government in this 
complex situation,” he said. The statement was Mr. Craxi's first since Italy allowed 
Muhammad al-‘Abbas, leader of the Palestine Liberation Front which claimed responsibility 
for the hijacking, to fly from Rome to Belgrade yesterday. 


Spadolini Expresses Disagreement 
LD141721 Rome International Service in Italian 1555 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Excerpt] The Republican Party, one of the parties which supports Craxi's government, 
has dissociated itself from the political line followed in the matter of the hijack of 
the Achille Lauro in general, and in particular from the decision to release 
Palestinian leader Abu ‘Abbas. After a meeting this morning, [Republican Party] 
Secretary Spadolini, who is still the defense secretary, has been authorized by his 
Party Secretariat Committee to send a letter to the president of the Council of 
Ministers to express total and justified disagreement of the Republican Party with the 
concluding stages of the affair in light of the absence of the necessary government con- 
sultations. Secretary Spadolini described the cover-up concerning the release of the 
Palestinian leader to be hasty and unjustified, and he said that his party will not vote 
for any government document concerning the matter. 


Regarding the possibility of a government crisis, Spadolini said that it should be the 
president of the Council of Ministers who draws the right conclusions following the 
disengagement of the Republicans. This stance was taken by the Republicans a few hours 
before the cabinet meeting convened by Craxi to examine all the internal and external 
developments relative to the Achille Lauro hijacking. 


In the meantime the differences between Italy and the United States triggered off by 
the failure to arrest Al-'Abbas are abating. After his talks with Craxi and Andreotti, 
the U.S. ambassador met this morning with Forlani, vice president of the Council of 
Ministers -- who has been absent from Rome during the past few days -- in order to 
brief him on the situation. He said afterwards that the two parties are doing all 

they can not to compromise the traditionally good relations between Italy and the United 


States. 
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Craxi Reports to Cabinet 
LD142046 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2000 GMT 14 Oct 85 


{Text] The cabinet meeting which began at about 1730 was suspended 4 rhort while ago 
after speeches by the prime minister, the foreign minister, and the minister of justice. 
At the beginning of the session Prime Minister Craxi delivered a lengthy report on the 
events and circumstances surrounding the incident involving the Egyptian aircraft and 
explained the reasons which induced the government to release the aircraft together with 
the passengers with the exception of the four Achille Lauro hijackers. 


Craxi recalled his telephone conversations with Reagan during the night of 10 October 
concerning a request for the Egyptian plane to land at Sigonella base with four Achille 
Lauro hijackers, in addition to Egyptian citizens and 10 armed men aboard the aircraft. 
{passage indistinct] and therefore considered covered by diplomatic immunity and extra- 
territoriality [words indistinct]. He stressed that Abu al-‘Abbas had an Iraqi 


diplomatic passport. 


Minister [of Industry, Commerce and Crafts] Altissimo, who took part in the cabinet 
meeting, came down to the Chigi Palace yard and explained that the meeting had been 
suspended at the request of the Liberals so that, during the resumed session, they could 
hear the report by the defense sinister who was an integral part of the group handling 
the crisis. The Liberals also wanted to undertake some political initiatives with a 
view to obtaining clarifications of the statements made by the appropriate ministers. 


Ministers Discuss Cabinet Meeting 
LD142249 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2130 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Text] The cabinet meeting in the Chigi Palace resumed tonight by discussing governwent 
conduct in the hijacking of the Achille Lauro. After 3 and 1/2 hours of discussion in 
the cabinet, the clouds over the immediate future of the government have dispersed to 
some extent although a few problems between the parties still remain to be resolved. 


At the end of the meeting which, as already reported, was not attended by Defense 
Minister Spadolini, who was critical of the decision to allow Al-‘Abbas to leave, 
Ministers Altissimo -- a Liberal — and Romita — a Social Democrat — declared that the 
meeting had helped clear some doubts. However, there remains criticism of the method 

and of the sction pursued in this matter by some government leaders. Deputy Prime 
Minister Forlani said Craxi will meet Spadolini. The meeting will provide an opportunity 
to clear up some aspects of the affair which are still the subject of discussion within 
the government coalition, and it is probable that Spadolini will the report back to his 
allies as was requested by the Liberals. 


There were three statements central to the meeting. The first, by Prime Minister Craxi, 
was used to recall the events at the time of the hijacking of the Egyptian aircraft. 
Justice Minister Martinazolli and Foreign Minister Andreotti spoke next. 





However, to obtain a definitive framework of the political situation we shall have to 
wait almost certainly until Thursday when a parliamentary debate on foreign policy is to 
be held. 
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Cabinet Meeting Suspended 
LD142328 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2200 GMT 14 Oct 85 


(Text) Cabinet meeting took place this afternoon on the Achille Lauro incident and 
events following the liberation of the hostages, but the meeting was not attended by the 
Republicans because they disagree with the decisions that were made. Roberto Piraino is 
in the Chigi Palace for us: 


The cabinet meeting did not end tonight; it was suspended and will be resumed after 
Craxi meets Spadolini to determine the depth of dissent expressed by the Republican 
Party secretary and minister of defence. 


Tonight, Spadolini was far away from Chigi Palace while Craxi and Andreotti reconstructed 
for those present the various stages of the Achille Lauro hjacking and subsequent events. 
The explanations seem to have convinced the Liberals and the Social Democrats who are 
now less critical than they appeared to be throughout the day. 


The patient work of patching thing up undertake by Forlani and Andreotti would appear 
to contain some possibility of avoiding further entrenchments. Moreover, Andreotti 
recalled, Italian political forces have always known how to establish a wide-ranging 
agreement on international political topics even beyond the limits imposed by the 
government majorities which had follo.<d one another during the past few years. 


Today Forlani met Reagan's Ambassador [to Italy Maxwell] Rabb for a conversation behind 
closed doors which lasted for over 2 hours. It is said to have cleared many a shadow in 
Italian-U.S. relations that gathered during the past few days to such a point that Rabb 
stated that the friendship between the two countries is as sound as ever and never was 


in jeopardy. 


Half way through the week the whole incident will be passed on to Parliament for a close 
examination. 


Fifth Palestinian Charged 


AU142117 Paris AFP in English 2106 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Genoa, Italy, Oct 14 (AFP) -- A Palestinian held here since September 28 for 
possession of false passports has been charged with complicity in the hijacking of the 
Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro, for which four others have already been indicted, 
sources close to the enquiry said today. 


Genoa magistrates also issued an arrest warrant against another suspect, who was believed 
to have travelled on the liner and disembarked at Alexandria, the sources said. He may 
have been planning to establish a “ground base" for the operation, they added. 


The sources said that Kalif Muhammad Zaynab, 21, was arrested as he disembarked from a 
ship from Tunis five days before the departure of the Achille Lauro. He was imprisoned 
after police discovered he was carrying two passports -- one Syrian, issued in Iraq, and 
the other Moroccan. We claimed he was in Italy for treatment for an “old head injury”, 
and feared that he would not be allowed in with his Iraqi-issued passport. 
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Body Found in Sea Near Syria 
LD142356 Row? Domestic Service in Italian 2300 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] I have just been handed an ANSA dispatch: According to rumors 
circulating among the judiciary, (Ettore Costanio), deputy attorney in Siracusa, will be 
going to Damascas tomorrow where the news has arrived about the recovery from the sea of 
a body that could be that of Leon Klinghoffer, the U.S. citizen of Jewish extraction who 
was killed by the Achille Lauro hijackers. If the body is formally identified, the 
Siracusa magistrate will ask to be present at the post-morten. 


Hijackers Transferred to Spoleto 
AU1506‘0 Paris AFP in English 0802 GMT 15 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Rome, Oct 15 (AFP) -- The four presumed hijackers of the Italian cruise ship 
Achille Lauro were transferred overnight from Siracusa, in Sicily, to Spoleto Prison, 100 
kes (60 miles) north of Rome, court officials said today. They left Siracusa last night 
in two police vans escorted by eight police armoured cars, on the trip of more thar 700 
kes (440 miles) to Spoleto. 


Ap Italian magistrate, Ettore Costanzo, was to leave today for Syria to verify if the 
body found wasted up by the sea yesterday off the Syrian port of Tartus was that of 69- 
year-old Mr Kiinmjaoffer. The U.S. State Department announced last night that Syrian 
authorities were trying to identify the body, said to be of an old man, and determine 
the sause of death. Mr Klinghoffer was reportedly shot and dumped overboard with his 
wheelchair. 


Andreotti, Shultz Meet ® 


LDi513510 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1200 GMT 15 Oct 85 





{Text} A meeting has taken place in Brussels between Andreotti and U.S. Secretary of 
State Shultz. Let us hear our correspondent Francesco Mattioli: 


{(Mattioli] There was a 30-minute conversation between Andreotti and Shultz before the 
convocation of the Atlantic Council meeting. Italy and the United States both stuck to 
their positions regarding the Al-‘Abbas case. If Shultz found the PLF leader's permis- 
sion to leave the country incomprehensible, in view of the U.S. request for extradition, 
Andreotti replied that the Italian Government's conduct was based upon the Italian judi- 
cial system and on the behavior of the magistrates involved in the matter. For the 
record, the foreign minister recalled the unusual circumstances of the U.S." request 
for provisional arrest with a view to extradition at 0530 on Saturday morning to the 
private address of chief du cabinet Martinazzoli. The U.S. and Egyptian ambassadors 
were informed at 1500 that no legitimate basis existed for Italy to continue holding the 
aircraft and ite passengers. It was up to Cario to coordinate with Belgrade the separate 
departure of Al-‘Abbas for fear that the Egyptian aircraft may be intercepted once again. 


Andreotti also recalled the political framework of those hours: the appeal of Egypt, a 
country which has aligned itself with the West, and also the situation regarding the 

Lauro which was once again blocked in Port Said. Shultz took note of what Italy 
is doing and has done to combat terrorism, and the conversation came to an end on that 
note. The differences remain but they do not seem to be putting the 40-years of Italian- 
U.S. alliance in a serious crisis. 
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FISHING BOAT ‘ALCOCO' RAMMED BY SOVIET VESSEL 





LD141843 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Text] A Spanish fishing boat, the Alcoco, based in Arrecife on Lanzarote Island, has 
apparently been rammed by a Soviet vessel. ‘he Alcoco was fishing in Mauritanian 
waters. According to eye-witness reports from seamen on other vessels, the Spanish 
fishing boat sank rapidly and the Soviet vessel did nothing to help the survivors. 
Another vessel, also flying the Soviet flag, picked up the shipwrecked men and the life- 
less bodies of three of the fishermen. They are Francisco Santana Ortega, Prudencio 
Santana Ortega, and Antonio Corujo. Nothing is known of the whereabouts of the other 
four crewmembers of tle Alcoco at present. 


Search For Soviet Vessel Begun 
LD150210 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Summary] There is still confusion surrounding the collision between the Spanish fish- 
ing boat Alcoco and a Soviet merchant vessel off the Mauritanian coast, although most 
sources say that there are three dead, five survivors, and four missing. It is possible 
that the Soviet vessel was completely unaware of the collision in view of the huge 
difference in tonnage between the two vessels. Sources in Mauritania say they have 
ordered all Soviet vessels operating in the zone to be identified in an attempt to 
indentify the vessel involved in the incident. The number of that vessel was nected by 
the Spanish skipper. Survivors rescued by another Soviet vessel, which picked up their 
SOS, have now reached Mauritania, while the search for the missing seamen continues. 
There has been no official statement on the incident as yet, while the Spanish authori- 
ties collate the information. The Soviet Embassy in Spain has declined to comment but 
may issue a note tomorrow. 


The incident occurred at about 2 am when the Canary Islands fishing boat, showing lights, 
in its due position and with all licenses in order, was rammed by a Soviet vessel, 
license number 0843. The Soviet vessel appeared to be unaware of the collision. The 
Alcoco sank and another Soviet vessel, the (?Yuzoas Vitas), picked up its SOS and 
arrived to pick up the survivors. Speculation regarding the retrieval of the missing 
seamen is unconfirmed. 


Interviewed by telephone, the secretary general of the fishermen's association in the 
Canary Islands could not confirm that five survivors had been picked up. He also said 
that similar incidents had occurred before. One instance he can recall was when the 
(Anzal) was involved in a similar collision in the same area — Arrecife, on Lanzarote 
Island. In that incident one man died and most of the crew was recovered. The secretary 
general also said that morale was low among the fishermen now because of the recent 
Junquito incident -~ when the Polisario fired on a Spanish fishing boat and subsequently 
on a Spanish Navy vessel off the Western Sahara -- and that the number of dangerous inci- 
dents in that maritime area seemed to have increased. 
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PLO REPRESENTATIVES ARRIVE TO BOLD TALKS 
LD121831 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1847 GMT i2 Oct 85 


(Text] Two PLO representatives invited to London for talks with the Foreign Office 
arrived at Heathrow Airport amid tight security this afternoon. Armed officers vere on 
duty as the men arrived in separate aircraft, landing in an area well away from the cen- 
tral terminals. A British airports authority spokesman at Heathrow said: "We can con- 
firm that the men have arrived, but have no further details.” The first aircraft touched 
down at about 2:30 pm, and the second at 5:45 pa. 


The gen, who did not use normal immigration and customs channels, were driven straight 
from the aircraft by police and taken to an undisclosed destination. Police sarksmen 
were on duty throughout the operation, and the area vas thoroughly searched by dog teams 
before the landings, according to one source. The two Palestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion representatives, Bishop Iliya Khouri and Mr Muhamad Milhi«, vere invited to London 
by Mrs Thatcher as part of a joint PLO-Jordanian delezation for talks on Middle East 
peace moves. A representative of the PLO in London said tonight that Mr Khouri, of 
Jerusalen, had flown from Amman with the Jordanian Government representatives. Mr 
Milhia, a former mayor on the occupied West Bank, had arrived from New York. They are 
due to have talks with Sir Geoffrey Howe, the foreign secretary, on Monday. 


After the prime minister's announcement, death threats were made against the two PLO 
representatives by an Arab extremist group opposed to any talks with Israel. Because of 
the risks surrounding the visit, the Foreign Office tonight refused to say if the delega- 
tion had arrived. So far the Foreign Office has not given the date of the talks other 
than to say that they will take place this month, in accordance with the prime minister's 
announcement. 


UK Cancels Talks 
LD141405 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1312 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Text] The meeting between Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe and two senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation delegates in London today has been called off, the Foreign Office 
said. Sir Geoffrey Howe, in a statement, said the two PLO representatives were unwilling 
to give assurances for a peaceful settlement in the Middle East as agreed originally. 
The foreign secretary saw instead the deputy Jordanian prime minister and the Jordanian 
foreign minister who were originally to be part of a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion. Sir Geoffrey Howe, in a statement, said: "We are deeply disappointed that the 
opportunity offered by this meeting has been sissed.” 


Sir Geoffrey's statement said: “The international community must be ready to encourage 
those willing to take risks for peace in the Middle East." We added: “There can be no 
lasting settlement until all others are ready to do the same. "We are deeply disap- 
pointed that the opportunity offered by this meeting has been missed.” 
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Israel claims that the two PLO delegates, Mr Milhim, a former mayor on the occupied West 
Bank, and Bishop Khori, Anglican bishop of Jerusalem, were deported for alleged incite- 
ment. Israel was outraged at Britain's decision to receive the two PLO delegates and 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews has called a major protest meeting in London later 
today. President Reagan refused to receive a joint delegation in Washington which con- 
tained representatives of the PLO. Britain's decision to receive the PLO delegates was 
seen as a blow to the U.S. 


Arab diplomats in London said before today’s planned meeting it would have been the 
first step on the path to full PLO recognition internationally. In due course Britain 
might have been in the position to influence the U.S. and enable the PLO to attend a 
full international conference on the Middle East. Arab capitals are reported to have 
been irritated by America’s actions in the Middle East in recent veeks. In particular, 
they were outraged by President Reagan's apparent support for Israel's raid on PLO head- 
quarters in Tunis. Observers feel there must now be a risk that Britain will be seen to 
have aligned herself with American Middle East policy. 


Later in a BBC TV interview Sir Geoffrey expressed regret over today's events but main- 
tained that efforts to secure a meeting had been a worthwhile exercise. We said: "I 
am very sad, and I don't apologise for a moment for what I have done. It is absolutely 
right that a country with our interest, influence and historic concern in that area 
should be doing everything possible to back those who want a peaceful solution which 
recognises the right of Israel to a secure existence.” However, he added it would be 


“wrong to speculate now on what happens next.” 


Israel's ambassador Mr Yehuda Avner said he was not surprised that the members of the 
PLO delegation had refused to sign a declaration renouncing violence. Interviewed on 
BBC TV he said: "What happened today was a demonstration of the brutual realities that 
Israel has been facing for so many years in confrontation with the PLO which is the god- 
father of international terroriss.” 


Meanwhile, the Board of Deputies of British Jews said a mass meeting it had arranged 
tonight to express concern at the proposed talks between the Foreign Office and the PLO 
would still go ahead. Labour MP and leading member of the Board of Deputies Mr Crevilile 
Janner commented: “I am delighted at the cancellation. It is good news for all who 
oppose terrorism. The idea of Sir Geoffrey welcoming PLO representatives on the very 
day that six British women were returning home after having been held hostage by Pales- 
tinian terrorists was obviously more than he could take. He was quite right to cancel.” 


SDP leader Dr David Owen said today that Mrs Thatcher's initiative had ended in 
"humiliation and embarrassment.” We added: “If you start an initiative based on hype 
and public relations as Mrs Thatcher did on her visit to Jordan, you must not be sur- 
prised if it ends in humiliation embarrassment. it was always dubious whether these 
individuals, given their record, would make a categorical pledge of non-violence which 
Mrs Thatcher promised. But under normal diplomatic practice one would have assumed that 
such a declaration had been agreed well before the individuals concerned landed in this 
country. The fact that this was not done displays mind-boggling incompetence. 
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"Mrs Thatcher, having been rebuffed by yet another ill-advised international initiative, 
should now refocus British diplomacy on ensuring that President Reagan and Mr Corbachev 
at their meeting in Geneva put the chaos, anarchy and 

from Lebanon and engulfing the whole of the Mediterranean as the no 
second only to nuclear weapons. The legitimate right of the Palestinian people has to 
be addressed, for it cannot be solved by excluding the Soviet Union and not making sny 
attempt to involve Syria.” 


? 
} 


Sir Georffrey Howe today denied that the cancellation was “an embarrassment.” He said in 
a BBC Radio Four interview: “It's not an embarrassment but a disappointment for the 
prime minister, for me, and for the British Government and the many people beyond us. 
It's disappointing for all those people in Israel, and those people among the Pales- 
tinians, who want nothing better than the prospect of a peaceful conclusion to this 
dreadful long-running conflict. It's a disappointment but not an embarrassment -- it is 
guch more serious than that.” 


Sir Geoffrey warned it would be “completely foolish” for the PLO to proclaim the cancel- 
lation of the talks as a major publicity coup. “I think for anyone to herald this as 

a coup would be completely foolish. It's undoubtedly a setback for the prospects of 
peace. Anyone who hails or proclaims this as a victory for anything is really totally 
foolish. And we have got to go on trying backing the determination of people like King 
Husayn, the courage he has displayed in this, trying to foster the process of a peaceful 
conclusion however difficult it may be. 





Sir Geoffrey said: “I make no apology for the fact that the British Government has been 
concerned in that attempt.” Asked if he thought all hope of talks with the PLO were now 
ditched, Sir Geoffrey said: “It is auch too early after today'r news to come to any con- 
clusion as to the best way of taking forward the process of peace in the future. But our 
principles are the same: denial of terrorism, denial of violence, the repudiation of both 
those things and the willingness to accept the rights of Israel to security.” 


And Sir Geoffrey reiterated the government's willingness “to do anything we sensibly can 
to help those who want to promote those rights in a peaceful fashion.” 


Mr Robert Adley, chairman of the all party British-Jordan Parliamentary Group, claimed 
today that Britain had obviously been under immense pressure from the United States and 
the Zionist lobby to call off the talks. Mr Adley, conservative MP for Christchurch, 
said: “This rebuff can only be seen as a monumental slap in the face to King Husayn. it 
also seems to herald a new departure for British foreign policy. 


PLO Cites Roadblock 


JN141656 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1635 GMT 14 Oct 85 


[Text] London, 14 Oct (INA) — A statement issued by the PLO office here this afternoon 
said the PLO rejected a new paragraph the British Foreign Office recently added to the 
text agreed to in advance between the Jordanian-Palestinian joint delegation and British 
Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe. The statement added that the new paragraph conflicts 
with the principles of the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement and was not mentioned by 
British Prime Minister Mre Margaret Thatcher during her recent visit to Aqaba in Jordan. 
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The statement indicated that the PLO interprets this paragraph as giving full recognition 


the the British Covernment responsible for 
the failure of its meeting with the Palestinian delegation, which represents the 
PLO, stressing that the British Covernment has been influenced by the international 
Zionist lobby and the United States. 


PRIME MINISTER GANDHI ARRIVES POR FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT 


BK141249 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1230 CHT 14 Oct 85 


[Excerpt] The prime sinister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, was accorded a varm welcome on his 
arrival in London this afternoon on a 2-day visit to Britain. tHe was received by 
the British prime sinister, Mrs Thatcher, at Heathrow airport setting aside protocol. 
A contingent of Royal Air Force presented a guard of honor to Mr Gandhi. The Indian 
high commissioner, Mr P.C. Alexander, and senior Indian and British officials vere 
present at the airport to receive the prise sinister. 


Holds Conferences With Thatcher 
BK150121 London BBC World Service in English 0015 GMT 15 Oct 85 


[Text] The Indian prime sinister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, who arrived in Britain on Monday 
for his first official visit, has been talking vith Mrs Thatcher on issues including 
Sikh and Kashmiri activists in Britain and how Indian immigrants living in Britain 
can be better protected from racial harassment. Mr Gandhi expressed satisfaction 

at the end of the first round of talks. The two prime sinisters are expected to 
consider matters of foreign affaires at a further meeting today. Here is (Harold 
Brierly), of our diplomatic staff. 


[Begin recording] (Brierly) Mr Gandhi was given an impressive velcome as leader of 
what Mrs Thatcher called the greatest democracy in the world. Britain, she said, 
valued its friendship with India and wants to develop ever closer relations. The 
visit is regarded as ending a period of strain in which India has criticized the 
activities of Sikh and Kasheiri extremists in Britain advocating violence against 
India, and Mr Gandhi has called for greater protection for the majority of law abiding 
Indian citizens living in Britain who have been among victias in recent inner city 
riots. 


Strict security measures to ensure Mr Gandhi's safety involve police, troops, tanks 
on guard at the airport as he arrived, and dogs to detect explosives. Mr Gandhi was 
welcomed by Mre Thatcher and by air force and army guards of honor, by Prince Charles 
at a private lunch and by political and business leaders at a government dinner in 


his honor. In a speech to the Indias League, formed to promote Anglo-Indian friend- 
ship, Mr Gandhi spoke of India's development in the past and its aims in the years 
ahead. 


of the future? Will India lean in this direction or that? I can tell 
you that India and the congress will ensure that the country moves ahead faster and 
il 


and modernization of technology. India will also persist with its policy of staying 
avay from power entanglesents, but working for peace and equality among nations. 
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